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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please make the following changes to the claims. 

1. (Currently Amended) A fuel injector assembly, comprising: 
a body portion that houses fuel injector components; 

an electrical interface portion supported by the body portion; and 
at least one deformable connector member means supported on the interface 
portion, the deformable connector member means having at least one edge that is adapt e d 
to penetrate for piercing and penetrating through an insulation covering on an electrical 
conductor to thereby electrically couple the connector interface portion to the electrical 
conductor. 

2. (Currently Amended) The assembly of claim 1, wherein the connector means 
including includes a plurality of connector members, each comprising a barb of flexible 
metal material. 

3. (Original) The assembly of claim 1, wherein the electrical interface portion at 
least partially extends outwardly and away from the body portion and the deformable 
connector member is outside of the body portion. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A fuel injector assembly, comprising: 
a body portion that houses fuel injector components; 

an electrical interface portion supported by the body portion; 
at least one deformable connector member supported on the interface portion; and 
at least one electrical conductor having an insulation covering on a conductive 
portion, the deformable connector member having at least one edge that is 
penetrate d piercing through the insulation covering and making electrical contact with the 
electrical conductor. 

5. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 4, including a plurality of 
connector members, each comprising a barb of flexible metal material. 

6. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 4, including a securing member 
placed over the conductor and the connector member. 

7. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 6, wherein the securing member 
comprises plastic that is molded over the conductor and the connector member. 

8. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 6, wherein the securing member 
comprises a seal. 
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9. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 6, wherein the securing member 
comprises at least one material selected from the group consisting of plastic, foam or 
silicone. 

10. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 4, wherein the conductor 
comprises a flexible conductor cable. 

11. (Previously Amended) The assembly of claim 4, including a plurality of 
conductors and a corresponding plurality of deformable connector members. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of making an electrically conductive connection 
between an electrical interface on a fuel injector that has at least one deformable 
connector member and an electrical conductor, comprising the steps of: 

positioning a portion of the conductor near the deformable connector member; 

and 

deforming the deformable connector member to pierce through an insulation 
covering on the conductor and to establish an electrically conductive connection between 
the electrical interface and the conductor. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, including crimping the deformable member 
onto the conductor. 


4 


60427-218 
2000P09005US01-7802 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, including at least partially penetrating the 
conductor with a portion of the deformable connector member to establish an electrically 
conductive coupling through the deformable connector member. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 12, including covering the deformable connector 
member and an associated portion of the conductor after performing the deforming step. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, including molding a plastic material onto the 
connector member and the associated portion of the conductor. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 15, including placing a seal over the connector 
member and the associated portion of the conductor. 

18. (New) The assembly of claim 2, wherein the plurality of connector members 
make electrical contact with a single electrical conductor. 

19. (New) The assembly of claim 5, wherein the plurality of connector members 
make electrical contact with a single conductor. 

20. (New) The assembly of claim 4, wherein the conductor comprises a flex cable. 

21. (New) The assembly of claim 1, wherein the connector means establishes a 
mechanical connection between the interface portion and the conductor. 
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22. (New) The assembly of claim 4, wherein the connector member establishes a 
physical connection between the interface portion and the conductor. 

23. (New) The method of claim 12, including physically securing the fuel injector 
interface to the conductor when deforming the deformable connector member. 


